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The Messenger

St Gabriel's Catholic Primary School, Well Lane, Alsager, ST7 2PG
01270 875770 email: admin@stgabriels.cheshire.sch.uk

Welcome back everyone. The cones have gone, the chains have gone and the school drive
looks more like a school drive than airport passenger check-in lanes! Yesterday proved to be
quite a milestone for all of us as the children happily came through the gates into the
playground and played and chatted with their friends from all classes! How we all have
missed that. It felt like a weight was certainly lifted as we held mixed break times and
lunchtimes for the first time in 18 months. All appeared to go very well too... once we had
all remembered how we managed lunchtimes from long ago!

All of the children looked very smart too in their uniforms, a little taller and ready for their
new class. A special warm welcome also to our new children and parents joining us in
Reception and Pre-School. Just a two-day induction this year for our Reception children
means they all join us fulltime from Monday. I’'m sure we will have a great term.

Whilst we have relaxed some restrictions and measures in line with Government guidance
we know we expect infection rates to rise with schools reopening. That said, we will continue
to do our utmost keeping our hygiene, cleaning and ventilation practice in place for as long
as necessary. We are all learning how to live with Covid, so please keep safe.

Update: Covid-19 Operational Guidance for September
2021

So, we are not operating class ‘bubbles’ anymore and there are no restrictions around mixing at
break time and lunchtime, different to before the initial lockdown. We will still follow:

e Good hygiene practices for everyone
o effective cleaning regimes
e keep occupied spaces well ventilated
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e public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of
Covid-19.

We have an ‘outbreak management plan’ ready to implement if there is a requirement and bubbles
need to be re-introduced as part of a local plan, if we need to reduce mixing again. This may come
into force if there are multiple cases linked to each other within a 2 or 3 week window. Any decision
to reintroduce bubbles however would not be taken lightly and would need to take account of the
detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of education. | sincerely hope we don’t have to go

there again.
What happens if a pupil or staff member develops symptoms?

All should follow public health advice. No one should come onto the school site if they have
symptoms, have a had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to
the risk of them passing on the virus. (e.g.quarantine)

If any pupil/adult develops symptoms, however mild, they will be sent home and should follow
public health advice.

If a pupil is identified as being a ‘close contact’ with a positive case, they will not need to self-isolate.
They will however need to get a PCR test and can still attend school whilst awaiting result. This in
itself will reduce the number of pupils missing school because of isolation requirements. It will only
be children/adults with confirmed positive cases that will need to isolate.

If there is any change in our approach because of the changing nature of restriction then we will
advise asap via text/email platforms, the school website and use our school facebook/twitter

feeds.
SCHOOL TIMINGS

Our previous timings have returned for all. Our school day begins at 8:40 and ends at 3:00.
Children can start arriving between 8:20-8:40 and wait on the school playground till classes
line up and begin entry into school. NEW starters in Reception can be brought around to the
playground with their parents after 8:40 via the whizz kids gate near the school reception.
Here you will be met by Miss Birchenough. Once your children are settled and more
confident they can come through the main gate with all other children independently. We
aim for before half term for this to begin, so plenty of time yet.

class Arrival time and location exit time and location Parent waiting
Reception 8:40 Whizz Kids gate 3:00 class outside area Rear playground
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Year 1 8:20-8:40 main gate KS1 playground Rear playground

Year 2 8:20-8:40 main gate Y2 external door, rear pathway Rear pathway

Year 3 8:20-8:40 main gate Front exit by Y3 classroom

Year 4 8:20-8:40 main gate Main gate Front of school, pathway,
Year 5 8:20-8:40 main gate Main gate near bicycle shelter

Year 6 8:20-8:40 main gate Main gate

General reminders ©

Arrival and Exit Times

‘Snack’ will be sold for KS2 starting Monday 13 September. We will only be able to accept

cash for these items.

item cost
Juice carton drinks 35p
milk 25p
toast 20p
crumpet 35p
bagel 50p
Pizza bap (FRIDAY ONLY) 50p

We are currently collating information regarding the offer of clubs we can provide. Detail

will follow.

Please remember to pay lunch monies on School Spider by Monday of the week required.

Any queries please speak with Mrs Stevenson (Office).

New Parents please encourage your child to have a hot meal provided free of charge.

Fruit is also available to your child. So just a water bottle is the only requirement. Book

bags will be sent home next Friday.

New parent ‘School Spider’ log ins will go out asap. Look out for those.

School Building Fund

It is that time of year we remind all parents to contribute to the school building fund. Please

see the letter attached.

Designated Safeguarding Lead: E J Byrne; Deputy DSL: Mrs C Stevenson; Chair of
Governing Body: Michael Mitchell /Governor responsible for Safeguarding: Mrs Kirsty
Shenton http://www.cheshireeastlscb.org.uk/homepage.aspx

Page 3 of 2




ANNd SNIA1INg STOOHDS

AANESMIUHS
1035300I1d

e Aingsmauys Jo doysig

s|Ip33p 10J ‘uv‘.as EE]Y
auljuQ syeUOQ VYW L
181YD) ul Aj49duls sinoy

‘Ysim poo3 A19As YA

“UaLWN20p SIYl
ul paquosap si pun4 Suipjing sjooyss sy 01
uonNql3U0d AID3UN(OA D 3XDW UDD NOA MOL

"PaASIYID 3q
upd SIY1 10Y3 JuspLuod Wb | ‘day Jnok YA

‘PaplA0.d 8q uDD uonDINPI
21j0Y1D7) 353qG A19A SY1 IDYL 0S LWBY] UM 3dD|d
9>(D1 IDY1 SSMAIIOD [DUOIDINPS PALIDA AUDW BY3

Jo swuswauinbai sy 199w 01 s3uipjing jooyos
9A0Iqwi pup JIpdaJ 01 PasU [DNURUOD D S| 9431

‘SISO U2[D3Y 2I|qnd puD UMOP3(D0] 3Y3

wo4f s3isws am s A1sosauss unoA uo sjpd Aubw
94D 33Y) UsYM 3wy b b ‘puny Sulpjing s|o0YIS
aY1 1oddns oym subipipns pup sjua.pd asouy o
InJa1p48 A1ea wip | *asa201q ay1 Jo 9|doad Sunok
puD uaJpjiy> 3y 10} JusWUOLIAUS 3]qISsod 3S3q ay2
apin0.1d s3uipjing [0oyds ano by} Jubioduwi i 3

‘Siuaupy 4pap A

S4NINJ S UJP|IYd JNOA U0} A|snolsuss SAIS ases|d

[ooyds s.pliyd 4nop dioH

HOLYINDIY
ONISIVEANNS

Qi pasaisiGoy

STORET "ON Awryy pauolsiday

INQSMBLILS)0D590IPED) SOU|OL UUE |lew]

[7€0 ¥60-0£80 X84 G586 759 |G10 @Uoyd

XN EFHD oW 'YINOS PEOY S1ied 7 'S9IO [EHND) D3O 3dURULY

dNN4 SNIA1Ng STOOHDS
AINESMIUHS

403530010 _.wm.__

ARUS.BlIp AUB pajeau) 9 FoU |[IM

PIIYD INOA — 2unSi SIY} UBY) SS9] .10 S0
SAIZ 0] 98.) a8 NOA USASMOL| (ploam
4adpjiy> 4ad dgz se spy) se) pjyd 4ad G| 7
S| UOINQIIUOD A4RIUN|OA PR1Sa88NS ay |

‘S|le39p 2Uow

[0} 13|4B3| SILY SpIsul 95 ‘puny Suip|ing
S|O0YdS SY1 01 UONNQGLIAUOD AJRIUN|OA

© B O} PSSE 3.8 95920I(] DY} Ul |00YDS
© SUIpuUsIIe UsUp|IyD) Ynm sjuaded |/

¢djoy noA ueo moH

'S|OoYds JINO Uj sawe.Igo.d

3uIp|ing Jo JusLdojoASp Syl pue Sjiom
3UIp|INg JO 150D %0 24} 123U O} JSPIO Ul
‘000T Ul 853201 3y} Ag dn 39S sem pun
3uIp|ing S|O0YdS au Sy} O3 asuodsail uj
'Saysied Aq 19w oq Js8uo| ou pjnod 1509
%0 Y} JO USpINQ 2y} PUE ‘s3I JUSda.
Ul UB|[e} SBY SDUBPUSIIE SSB|| HOASMO}H|
“UBJPJIY3 INOA 10J JUSLUUCIIAUD SUlUIES)|
puB Buiydea] 159G By} dpIAoId 0 SjooLds
ANO SA0AdWI Aj[ENUNRUOD O DALIS 9M

SE POPa3U (1S 9B SSHom Suip|ing Aepoy.

) PIOjje JSe9| P|NOD oYM 25041 AQ SUIAIB
US}O SBM SIY | '|OOYDS SU} 0 PaIdauULod
(saysiiey -0) yslied ay} Jo siauolysLied
Aq sse|.| 18 apew SUIAS ejnSau

SU} WL 12W 9g 01 pasn syuswaAo.Idul
pue s.iedau uip|ing Jofew Jauio

PUB S|ooyps SUlp|ing JO 150D %0 | Y|

¢dn 18s pung Buipjing
S|ooyds aya sem AYAA

'95900I(] Y}

Ag JoW 39 15nW SBUIP|iNg [00YS INO (|8

0} sjuswaAcIdw pue s.ieds. SuiSeuew Jo
S}SOD 3y} pUB S|O0YdS PapIY/ ABIUN|OAINO
ul sdiedau Jofew pue syiom Suipjing Jo 150D
SY} JO %0 'S|OOYIS UNO Ul Uik dljoyieD)
34} s10wo.d 03 1Y3L Sy} L0} Uina.

Ul ISABMOH ‘spuny 21jgnd wo paALisp

S| SWODUI 15O PUB SBILLISPEIY/ .10

PopIy/ A1BIUN|OA BB S|O0YDS SljoyieD) N0

sjooyas dljoyaeD)
anQ jo 3uipung




BUIUO uonNgLIUOD

AJIUN|OA INOA Buijew a.e NoA Ji piy/ YIo)

ued NoA moy 1o} a8ed aysoddo sy 995

‘pun suipjing

S|OOUS Sy} 10) pawliepal 9q Usy

[|IM UONNGLIUOD AURIUN|OA INOA UO

PV YIS (g Wwuiod) uoneiepaq piy Yo
a3 918|dwion ‘snbaysyyses Aq jooyas

ANOA 03 A2auIp SuNgLAUOD J|

"UOANGLIAUOD AIBIUN|OA JNOA IO}
PIV HIS) JO 93LIUBAPE 3R] URd
NOA LRy XB| SN © ale oK J|

iP'V 31D YPIm

%ST Aq uonynqriyuod
AaejunjoA anok

JO anjeA syj 3soog

[ xoq sip >pn aseayd ‘suoneaunwuios asay

912334 01 ysim 10U op noA | sjeadde umny Lieddns o) Aunyioddo
2y) nek aa18 pue 959501¢] 3y} JO HIoMm ay). o 1sod Aq srasu

PUOISEID0 0S| PINOM IAA “sdduaudgaud unok ajepdn
01 /A0 pU? 31EP .121E| B 12 PUILL JNOK DEURYD NOA J1 359501C] DY) WOy
SUONEAUNWILIO) 12N JO 1N0-1cl0 0] MOY LO S|IFIDP SUIBILO Ot
1UDWIIENS BY | "@ON0U-ASLALId/SN-1N0GR/BIOAINGSMAILSODSDIOIPMMM
I N} N0 paJ ued noy Jicddns panunuod
4nok o) surul ARl (P YO wikp 03 B:3) me| Aq pauinbas

Uaym 10 ‘saiueduod 11oddns || se yans jleuaq ano uo duniom
SUOIIESIULSIO [PUIRIXD YII/A UONEULIOJUI oK SuLiBys Spnjur Aew Sy
*SYI3 INOA UDISIUILIPE O) S|IBIBP INOA 35N [ 959301(] BY | “sesodind
Buisiapuny 10 2undew UMO 1P 10) 35N O) saited p-g 03 ;ep unok
IDJSUBT JOU OP SAA "2 JO 2pOD) S01eInSay Suisiespuny sy pur
uene|sisa) Sunslew pue uonaio.d 21ep yim Adwod app aseqeiep
$,959201(] BL{} UO A]2uNdRs Padio}s pue ANGsmayg Jo 353301(] au)

Aq P2y 2q |[iM SUONEUOP PUE UORRULIOMI [PUoSIad NOA Jo puoddl vy

AdeAlig anop Sundajoay

XN £FHD UoUdld "YINOg peoy kg 7 's2)QO [eun)
AINGSMAIYS JO 95901 ‘DI DIUEBLILY 'SOWIOH Uy,
103 WI0J SIY3 puas ased|d

0T/ / aImeusis Jo ajeQ

~aouo(] Jo aumeudig

J  :10j [oOYds 01 1dBuIp
onbayy [ ysed [
:Aq uonnquIuod Aseaunjoa Aw ew 03 pusau |

"22udIRY)Ip Aue Aed o) Ajjigisuodsa Aw si 11 1eak xe)
1B} U SUOIBUOP AW [[2 UO PaWIR Py 1I9) JO JUnowe
oYy uey) xe) sures) [epdeD) Jo/pue xe| auwiodU| ssa| Aed

| ey pueisiopun pue Jekedxel yn e we | ‘suoieuop
PI YO s pajeas) aq ||eys Jo1jealay axew | 1ey) Asuow
Jo syi8 Buikpenb (e pue /|07 [udy 9 9duis Aieyd
9AOGE U1 O} 9peW dARY | SUONRUOP || jey) Jsanbau |

ALoyiny 8307

(Ua)pliy> InoA Aq papuaiie jooyg

T 9pOD) 1504

SSAUPPY/ WO

T aweuing

(s)awueN 114

(o1279p 3509(d) S| / SSIIA / SN / -IIn]
ANN4 SNITING STOOHDS
AYNISMIYHS 40 353001

saea/ snolaaud ul os suop aaey nok
31 UdAD — w0} s1Y3 933|dwod asedld
STOET ON Aty paisiEay

S9SN | UBSIDOI(] I|OYIRD) UBWIOY AINgsmalyg

NOILVYV1D3A AV 141D

4 WHO4

B mem

=

Lo

=

= e

e e s G eme Gem e e

-

o mw o

]

a

= am mm

o

o e o mm mm

N

== m

-

o m

£

e = omm mm o e me

o e
ol

<

[}

STOYET ON AieyD) pa.alsiday
$93ISN.1| UBSDIO0I(] DI|OYIRD) UPIOY AINGSmaays

pa1edIpUl 3PP
9} UO PDAIRIRL SPM WUNS DAOGE DY JPYL WLIUOD |

‘ON dITS NI ONIAVd LINNODDV INVY

‘d3AIEDIY 31va
(looyas Aq pareidwod oq oy)
3sN 321440 HOd

T Auoyiny (8207

(us)ppiy> dnok Aq papusne jooydg

aweuing

(s)auren] 3s.14
(21972p 2SDAYC) SN [ SSIN / SAN / HIAl

100425 s,p|IyD) 4noA 03 3 LINIBL — SDY(O 21N BYL
01 (V WLI04) SUORRUOC] PalI] PUSS JOU Op JGUUBLSY
[O0YDS 1By} O) PAUINIDL WLIOJ SIL} PUB [OODS

INOA JO DU 3y} 0} INO BPEW 24 pjNoys sanbayd
‘pun4 3uipjing

S|ooYdS AUNgsmauyg Jo 359201(] aYL
4o sesodund sy Joy ysed / anbaypd Aq
pred 7 JO uonRNQLUOD
AJeIUN|OA AW PasojpuD puly 95es|d

(NFYTTIHD 40 VYN

TOOHDS OL
SNOILVYNOQ 1034I1d

B MR N MR G MR Emn M R N BN GAN N OGNS WS S ey Son mm

omm mmt omE G M o G e

A INOA PiyY Y15
SMO||e OS[e W10} 1Iga] 122.1

S Ued W.iof e — 119 29341 (
10 me__CO

NJOA INOA PIy/ PIS) OS[R UBd NOA

pue (11 40 (1 4 uonnqLAUOD AJelun|on
ANOA &>jewl 01 puny-3uip|iNg-s|eoyds
[B10°AINGSMB.IYS|OISID0IP" MMM O OF)

“uoNNQLAUOD Adel
INOA S¥ewW 0] 11 3sn O} J|ge 3g oS
NOA ‘SLUSISAS 958U JO BUO BIA SjusLARd
01 NOA SMOJ[B |OOY2S S PJI
dNoA JI — 333 ‘B10BYy A3UO|N|00Y DS
‘Aema1e8|0012S ‘s1uBWIAR D IS
a41YyssyD ‘Isean| ‘|Iiejausied ‘Aedqausaed (i

‘[edAB ®IA OpEW 3q U
03 AJBIUN|OA INOA — [edhey (I

‘BIA 91RUOP
Ued NOA aU8ym puny-3uip|ing-s|ooyds
[310°AINGSMB.1YSJOSSID0IP"MMM (0} OF)

suljuo

*95ed ay1s0ddo sy uo (g w.iod)
uoielRPs Py Y19 3yt SUISn UOHNGLIUOD
AJRIUN|OA INOA PIV/ YD) OS[ UBD NOA
|o0Ys s pjIyd INOA 01 128uip adojeaus ue
Ul uonNgLRIUOD eanbayd/ysed AJeaunjoA InoA
1M SIY) puas pue (\/ Wlio4) w.o4 |ooyds
01 suoneuo(J 32841 oY) <3e|dwon)

[ooyds 03 3da41qg
U1 UBLf) SS9| 10 2.0

SAIS 01 9. a1 NoA Ing ‘pliya JIad G|F s
uoINgLIUOD A.ru

uoNnqii3uod Auejunjoa
4noA axew ued nok MoK




Cheshire E;s/t};

Council?

People Directorate

24 August 2021 Westfields
Middlewich Road

SANDBACH

Cheshire

CW11 1HZ

Dear Parent/Carer
RE: PREPARATIONS FOR THE NEW SCHOOL/COLLEGE YEAR

We look forward to welcoming all children and young people back to school or college in September
and have been working with education settings to ensure they have the appropriate arrangements
in place to do this.

We hope the information below is helpful in assuring you about the arrangements that will be in
place from September as these will have changed since before the school holidays. This sets out
the plans to cautiously and gradually reduce the measures in place across education settings.

Tracing Close Contacts and Isolations

It is great news that as pupils return to school or college in September, under the new national
arrangements, there will be no need for them to isolate if they are a close contact of someone who
has tested positive for COVID-19. This should keep more pupils in school/college, continuing their
education and means that parents do not need to put childcare plans in place. Instead, only pupils
who are positive will isolate and their close contacts and/or their families will receive a letter
advising them to undertake more regular home testing and/or go for a more accurate PCR test. It
continues to be important that you do not send your child into school should they develop COVID-19
symptoms, however mild.

Asymptomatic Testing

Secondary schools are planning to carry out two lateral flow device tests for every pupil in year 7
and above, 3 to 5 days apart, on their return in the autumn term. Although this may result in a
slightly delayed return, we have asked schools and colleges to minimise delays as much as
possible. As this is a significant logistical task, please follow the guidance provided to you by your
school/college.

Shielding for Vulnerable Pupils

The national requirement for vulnerable pupils to shield was removed some time ago. We are
aware that some families have continued to shield their children. Whilst we appreciate this will be an
anxious time, we want to assure you that measures will be in place to support you and your child to
enable them to return to their education from September.

As schools will be returning to their usual absence procedures in such cases, it is important that you
speak to them to discuss any concerns or, if you prefer, you can contact Cheshire East Council on
CEschoolattendance@cheshireeast.gov.uk.

All other enquiries 0300 123 5500 www.cheshireeast.gov.uk



School Transport

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we received additional funding to enable us to reduce the
number of pupils on school transport vehicles. This government funding has now ceased so
additional buses and taxi services will no longer be in place. However, the government guidance
recommends that children and young people aged 11 and over continue to wear a face covering
when ftravelling to secondary school or college. For vulnerable children where transport has
changed, meet and greet arrangements have been taking place. If you are unsure about
arrangements for your child’s school transport, please contact Transport Services Solutions (TSS)
on schooltransport@transportservicesolutions.co.uk

Risk Assessments

In line with the national lifting of restrictions and new government guidance, we have been working
with schools and colleges on what measures will need to be in place from September. Every
school/college has carried out a risk assessment based on national and local guidance and put in
place measures to reduce the risks from COVID-19. These may be more cautious over the first half
term, as we believe this will provide reassurance for many children and parents. We will continue to
monitor the impact of changes to isolation rules on positive cases and use this to inform the pace at
which we advise the removal of further measures.

In general, the following are some of the measures that will be in place:

e Good hygiene and ventilation will be key measures that all schools/colleges MUST continue
to have in place.

¢ Pupils who are close contacts will not be required to self-isolate and can still attend school.

e Some one-way systems may be retained and some social distancing between staff and
pupils may continue

e Some staggered start and finish times and breaks may stay in place

e Pupils should NOT be expected to wear face coverings in classrooms or communal areas
(unless the school has an outbreak situation)

e Pupils will be recommended to wear face coverings on school transport (except those who
are exempt)

e Schools and colleges will no longer be required to have all desks facing forward.

e There will no longer be a need to keep to strict bubbles, although it is likely that
schools/colleges will gradually increase the number of pupils mixing in large groups indoors.

The above are just examples as every school/college will respond to their individual situation,
removing measures gradually and informed by the local data. We hope this approach assures you
as parents that the appropriate safety measures will still be in place.

Outbreak Management Plans

All schools and colleges will have a contingency plan (or outbreak management plan) describing
what they would do if children or staff test positive for COVID-19, or how they would operate if they
were advised to reintroduce any additional measures to help break chains of transmission. This
would include, for example, measures such as requesting pupils in year 7 and above to have a PCR
test or for pupils and family members to undertake more frequent (ideally daily) home testing.

It remains more likely that COVID transmission will take place in the community than in schools and
colleges, so you may wish to consider the continued use face coverings in indoor crowded spaces
and practice good hygiene routines, wherever possible.

Vaccinations for Young People

Vaccinations are a key measure in the government's plan to reduce the risks of COVID-19. We
encourage all those eligible to take up the vaccine offer as soon as possible.

All other enquiries 0300 123 5500 www.cheshireeast.gov.uk



You may be aware that vaccinations will now be available for those aged 16 plus. Also, in line with
government guidance, young people aged 12 years and over with specific underlying health
conditions that put them at an increased risk of serious COVID-19, or who live with a person who is
immunosuppressed, are eligible for vaccination. Those who are eligible will be identified and will
receive an information letter with instructions on getting a vaccine. We encourage everyone invited
to get vaccinated as soon as they are contacted.

Finally, the evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational
attainment, life chances, mental and physical health. Please let's ensure that together we support
our children and young people to get back to school/college as soon as possible.

We understand that testing and vaccinations are a personal choice and if you have any queries, the
latest information on COVID-19 can be found on Cheshire East's website at
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/covid19. If you have any queries on the content of this letter or the
arrangements from September, please contact your school/college direct as we will be unable to
respond to your individual queries and they are best placed to be able to support you.

Yours sincerely

G ‘ —
e y ——a

Jacky Forster Dr Matt Tyrer
Director of Education Director of Public Health
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